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Vol. 5: I Want to Increase Credit Card Balances 

This document and the following volumes are intended to give a credit union a complete road map to 

execute a marketing campaign. This road map will take the user from the very beginning point all the 

way through to the end of the process and the evaluation of the campaign. This design will contain all 

the steps necessary to create the campaign, the steps to follow through to the end using the referenced 

CU*BASE options to mine the data and track the sales success. 

What is the Campaign? 

Contact members with existing credit cards that pay more than their minimum payment and suggest 

they take advantage of balance transfer offers—the end result being your credit card portfolio grows. 

This campaign targets active credit card members, which will increase the penetration success of the 

campaign. This utilizes the Loan Payment Activity Analysis to identify members who had overpayments. 

The campaign solicitation can be customized according to credit score (e.g. member with lower credit 

score may get a different solicitation vs. member with higher credit score).  

How Do I Find the Target Group? 

1. Go to the Loan Payments Analysis on the Management Processing/Active Beta Tests (MNMGMT) 

menu. 

a. Select loan payment activity for LOC. 

b. Analyze payments received during MMYYYY. Leave as default MMYYYY, this will be the most 

recent prior month end. 

c. Loan payment frequency = Monthly. 

d. Loan Category = choose specific credit card category or choose all credit card categories 

(alternatively select via loan product or business unit). 

e. Current credit score: perform this process for each of your credit tiers (e.g a credit range 

700-899, then 600-699, etc.). 

f. Interest rates between = default. 
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2. Press Enter for Summary Page.  
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3. Next click the Magnifying Glass for “Over pmts”.  

 

Generating the List for Member Connect 

Once you’ve narrowed down your list of records to only those you want to contact, select the Export 

button. Select to export the selection of accounts for Member Connect. Enter a file name; this will 

create a database file in your QUERYxx library.  

Note: Selecting to Export the record for Query will create a database file with the information seen on 

the screen and all records will be included. Selecting to Export to Member Connect will create a file that 

includes only Account Base and will eliminate any duplicate records (preventing you from calling the 

same member twice for a single campaign.  

What Do I Do with the List? 

Once you’ve created your database file, select the Member Connect button on the screen. From here, 

you will have a variety of options depending on the resources available to you, and the method you 

choose to use to market to these individuals. Start by entering your newly created file in the File name 

field. 
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Sending an Electronic Communication 

1. Enter the name of the database file created in the previous step. (This must have been stored in 

your credit union's QUERYxx library.) 

2. Click the “Online banking and/or email message” button and press enter to continue. 

3. Here you have several creation/selection options: 

 If you have performed this campaign before and have already saved a message for this 

campaign, select the message and select the Send button. Go to Step 8.  

OR 

 If this is the first time you are performing this particular campaign, select Create (F6). 

4. Enter a two-digit Message type; this must be a letter and a number or two numbers—two 

letters are reserved for messages from the Master Message Library.  

5. Enter the Message subject “Thanks for being a Valued Member---Save Money 

with a Balance Transfer” This text will appear in the subject line when the 

message is sent as an email message. Enter to continue. 

6. Now you are on Member Connect Message Maintenance screen. Here you can 

enter or edit the text of the message. Enter your text as follows: 

Do you have credit card balances with other banks or credit card companies? AWESOME 

Credit Union is here to help. We would like to help you transfer your other balance(s) to your 

credit card account at AWESOME Credit Union. With your ACU credit card account, and no 

balance transfer fee, we can help save you money with our great credit card rate of 11.88%. 

To start saving today, call 555-555-5555 and ask to speak with a loan officer. 

Thank you for your membership! 

7. Select Save Changes. 

8. Now you are ready to send the email or It's Me 247 online banking message. Select the message 

and click the Send option. 

 IMPORTANT: All email messages will have the Signature Line message (SL message) text 

automatically appended to them. Editing the Signature Line or (SL message) is similar to 

editing a message. SEE ALSO: Editing the Signature Line (or SL Message). 

 TIP: In your Signature Line, you may want to include text explaining how a member can 

“opt out” of receiving future marketing email messages. This can be done by having 

them “opt out” using the two options on the Info Center|Contact Preferences page 

in It’s Me 247. 

9. Select to send the message via Priority. This will send the message to members with email 

addresses first, and then to members with online banking accounts without email addresses. Set 

a comment purge date one month out from the current date.  

10. Click Send (F5). 

 NOTE: Online banking messages will only be sent to members who have already logged 

into online banking. 

11. Press Enter to confirm your sending. 
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How Do I Track the Results? 

Now that you’ve run your campaign, how do you follow up and track your results? This can be 

accomplished a couple different ways.  

Using Common Bonds to Track Balances 

One way is to use Common Bonds, and specifically the Account Composition feature to track member 

balances over time. Before initiating the campaign to contact members, run the database file created for 

Member Connect through the Common Bonds tool on the Management Processing/Active Beta Tests 

(MNMGMT) menu.  

In the “Account Analysis 3” section of the Account Composition feature, you will see a breakdown of the 

targeted members’ accounts, including their LOCs/CCs.  

 

For a more granular look at loan balances, continue to analysis 8 of 10, “Loan Category”. Here you can 

make note of their balances specifically in the credit card loan categories you selected in the Loan 

Payments Analysis.  

 

http://www.cuanswers.com/doc/cubase/3162g.htm#Editing_an_SL_Message
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Make a note of these numbers. A month later, complete this same exact process with the same file you 

used the first time. How do the numbers compare? Have balances gone up?  

IMPORTANT: If you plan on tracking results using this method, don’t use a generic file name when 

creating the file for Member Connect/Common Bonds. If the file is overwritten later with different 

account numbers, you will not be able to compare the members over time! 

Using the Credit Card Analysis to Observe Card Trends 

A more general way of observing results is to use the Credit Card Portfolio Analysis available from the 

Management Processing/Active Beta Tests (MNMGMT) menu.  

 

Using the Comparative and 12 Month Comparative analyses, you can track the balances of your credit 

card portfolio as a whole. If the campaign worked, you may notice an increase in balances over time. 

The disadvantage of this analysis is it leaves the results subject to interpretation since you would be 

specifically reviewing just those members contacted and changes may have been caused by other 

factors.  
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